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After nearly 140 years, the banner was in

poor condition. It was torn and tattered and in
need of restoration. With more assistance
from the community and significant support
from the City of Norwich, a group formed to
preserve the banner—the Norwich-Lincoln
Homecoming Committee—was able to send it
to be expertly restored by the Textile Con-
servation Center at the American Textile Mu-
seum in Lowell, Massachusetts. On January
22, the banner will be returned permanently to
Norwich. It will become the centerpiece of an
exhibit at the Slater Museum entitled ‘‘Nor-
wich, Lincoln and the Civil War.’’ After the ex-
hibit closes, the banner will be displayed in
City Hall for all to see.

Mr. Speaker, the return of the ‘‘Lincoln Ban-
ner’’ to Norwich brings the community full cir-
cle and closes an important loop in its history.
The effort to purchase and preserve the ban-
ner demonstrates that pride in the community
and our heritage is alive and well in American
today. I believe President Lincoln would be
proud of, and probably more than a little hum-
bled by, the community’s efforts to preserve
an important part of the past. I know I speak
for the entire community when I say ‘‘Wel-
come Back, Mr. President.’’
f
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing the Plant Genetic Conservation
Appropriations Act of 2000 that provides $1.5
million for a genetic plant conservation project
that collects and preserves genetic material
from our Nation’s endangered plants.

While the Fish and Wildlife Service contin-
ues to make strides in battling the war against
further extinction of endangered species, we
must do more. As of 1997 when I originally in-
troduced this legislation, there were 513 plants
listed as Endangered and 101 as threatened
under the Endangered Species Act. Today,
there are 567 plants listed as endangered and
135 as threatened. The need to supplement
the Fish and Wildlife Services work is critical.

I believe a crucial part of the solution to
save our endangered species is the genetic
plant conservation project, which can help
save and catalog genetic material for later
propagation. As genetic technology develops,
we will have saved the essential materials
necessary to restore plant populations.

The Plant Genetic Conservation Appropria-
tions Act of 2000 requests $1.5 million for ac-
tivities such as rare plant monitoring and sam-
pling, seed bank upgrade and curation, propa-
gation of endangered plant collections, ex-
panded greenhouse capacity, nursery con-
struction, cryogenic storage research, and in-
vitro storage expansion.

In my home state of Hawaii, the endangered
plant population sadly comprises 46 percent of
the total U.S. plants listed as endangered. And
our endangered plant list continues to grow.
We cannot afford to wait any longer. By allo-
cating the resources and allowing scientists to
collect the genetic samples now, we can en-
sure our endangered plants will survive.

I strongly urge my colleagues to support the
Plant Genetic Conservation Appropriations Act

2000. This necessary bill can lead us to pre-
serving plants that many of our ecosystems
cannot afford to lose.
f
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
have the opportunity to recognize the achieve-
ments of a very special organization. I ask my
colleagues to join me in saluting the Lions
Club of New Haven, Michigan as they cele-
brate their 50th Anniversary on January 23,
1999.

In 1948, the New Haven Lions Club was or-
ganized by the Richmond Lions Club and
chartered with thirty-three members. Though
their membership has grown and changed,
their goal has remained the same: to dedicate
their talents to people in need. During the
1996–97 year they assisted other local clubs
in building a fully handicapped accessible cot-
tage at the Bear Lake Lions Visually Impaired
Youth Camp. In 1983, the club organized the
New Haven Goodfellows. Each year during
the holidays, they assist many families by pro-
viding food and toys for the children. The club
is dedicated to community service through
their membership.

During the last fifty year, members of the
Lions Club have contributed their time and re-
sources to the betterment of their community.
Among their many contributions include build-
ing the Lenox Library, purchasing eye exams
and glasses for area residents, sponsoring the
Lioness Club, and funding scholarships for
New Haven High School graduates. The mem-
bers have also been strong supporters of Boy
Scouts, the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, and
Leader Dogs for the Blind. The club has
loaned out wheel chairs, walkers, crutches,
canes and hospital beds. I would like to thank
all of the members, past and present, who
have donated their various talents to improve
the quality of life in the New Haven commu-
nity.

The self sacrificing qualities of the Lions
Club members are what makes our commu-
nities successful. I ask my colleagues to join
me in wishing the Lions Club of New Haven
a Joyful 50th Anniversary. Their legacy of pub-
lic service is sure to last well beyond another
fifty years.
f
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Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, later this year, on May 10, the Gen-
eral Mining Law will be 127 years old—yet, it
remains on the books without change in re-
gard to gold, silver and other ‘‘hard rock’’ min-
erals. Lack of Congressional action to reform
this archaic law is indefensible—albeit a testa-
ment to the strength of the mining industry’s
influence on certain key Members who have

consistently blocked any attempt to amend or
replace the law during the past two Con-
gresses. Written to encourage settlement of
the West during the last century, the Mining
Law of 1872 provides an automatic legal right
to our Nation’s hard rock mineral wealth to
those interested in developing it. The law is
long overdue for a major overhaul to save tax-
payers and the environment from further
losses.

This antiquated relic allows mining operators
nearly unlimited access to our Nation’s hard
rock minerals, no matter what other values
(such as fish and wildlife habitat) may also be
present. The law lets mining companies ex-
tract the minerals without paying a royalty or
other production fee to the Federal Govern-
ment. Finally, the lucky prospector who dis-
covers gold or another hard rock mineral has
the right to ‘‘patent’’ (purchase) the land and
the minerals without paying fair market value.

Since Ulysses S. Grant signed the law in
1872, American taxpayers have lost about 3.2
million acres of public land containing more
than $231 billion in gold, silver and valuable
minerals without benefit of royalties or other
fees. This is corporate welfare that subsidizes
both foreign and domestic mining companies
and should be stopped.

Under the 1872 mining law, the U.S. cannot
collect a royalty or fee on the production value
of hard rock minerals extracted from public
lands. This differs from Federal policy toward
coal, oil and gas industries operating on public
lands, the laws and regulations of state gov-
ernments, and leasing arrangements in the
private sector. The U.S. collects a 12.5 per-
cent royalty on coal, oil and gas (and an even
higher royalty is collected from offshore petro-
leum development). The Federal Government
collects production royalties on ‘‘leasable min-
erals’’ such as phosphate, potassium, sodium
and sulphur. We also require a royalty on all
minerals extracted from ‘‘acquired lands,’’
which are lands that the federal government
has purchased, condemned or received as a
gift.

All western States collect a royalty or pro-
duction fee from minerals removed from State
lands, collecting between 2 percent and 10
percent on the gross income from mineral pro-
duction. Besides a royalty, 10 western States
also collect a severance tax on certain min-
erals extracted from any land in the States,
whether it is Federal, State or privately-owned.
On private lands, royalties are usually similar
to those imposed on federal and state lands
and are usually set at 2 percent to 8 percent
of gross income.

As Stuart Udall, former Secretary of the In-
terior, has noted, hard rock mining has made
many men wealthy, built great corporations
and caused cities to spring up in the wilder-
ness. But this prosperity has come with a
price. Over the past century, irresponsible and
unwise mining operators have devastated over
half a million acres of land—by acting without
thought for the future or by simply walking
away from played-out mines. According to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
mine wastes have polluted more than 12,000
miles of our Nation’s waterways and 180,000
acres of lakes and reservoirs. Abandoned
mines threaten public safety and health while
creating long-lasting environmental hazards.
Toxic mine wastes endanger people, destroy
aquatic habitat, and contaminate vital ground
water resources. The Mineral Policy Center
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